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Long Island Community Foundation Celebrates
30 Years and $100 Million

M

any of Long Island’s most prominent philanthropic, business, academic, nonprofit
and political leaders came out to celebrate
LICF’s 30th Anniversary, and to toast (with fine wine
generously donated by Martha Clara Vineyards) an
extraordinary milestone: more than $100 million in
grants to improve the well-being of the people and communities of Long Island and beyond. The event was

hosted at the Foundation’s office in Nassau Hall — a
historic Gold Coast mansion owned by Nassau County.
Thirty years ago The New York Community Trust
(NYCT) had a vision — to create a local division
that could better serve Long Island. And so the
Long Island Community Foundation (LICF) was
established in 1978 to facilitate and expand giving to
meet community needs.
continued on next page

LICF Receives $100,000 Challenge Grant to Establish:
Long Island Fund for the Arts

W

ith a $100,000 gift, Roger Tilles, NYS Regent and supporter of the arts, has challenged LICF to
raise matching dollars to build a permanent fund that will increase the visibility, utilization and
appreciation of Long Island’s arts institutions and programs. “Research has clearly shown that
the arts are economic drivers in communities throughout the United States,” stated Suzy Sonenberg, LICF
executive director. “In times such as we are now facing, it is especially important that we consider how to
incorporate Long Island’s rich and diverse cultural assets into our thinking and planning. Our long-term
goal is to bring about a thriving, regional, cultural arts community that is woven into the fabric of planning
and economic development for the region.”

continued on page 5
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Long Island Community Foundation Celebrates
continued from page 1

At the time, there were fewer than 200 community
foundations nationwide. Back then, it would have
been hard to imagine there would now be more than
750 of them in the United States, enabling individuals,
families and businesses with philanthropic interests
to easily and effectively support the issues and organizations most important to them.
In a personal letter, Governor David Paterson praised
LICF for evolving to meet the needs of an ever-changing
society. “In three decades, this public charity’s assets
have grown exponentially, awarding over $100 million
in grants that have helped support programs in education, healthcare, social services, and the arts — among
a variety of other initiatives — and have had a direct
and positive impact on the millions of people in
Nassau and Suffolk Counties.”
"For 30 years, the Long Island Community
Foundation has provided support to hundreds
of charities in Nassau and Suffolk counties,” said
Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, who joined
in the festivities. “So many of our residents have
benefited from their hard work and dedication, and I
congratulate the Long Island Community Foundation
on this very special anniversary."
“We are grateful to the generous donors who do
their giving through the Community Foundation,
and we take pride in helping them carry out their

Susan Francis, A-Plus Realty; and
Elaine Gross, president, ERASE Racism.

philanthropic interests in the most effective and
resourceful ways,” stated Suzy Sonenberg, LICF’s
executive director. “It is remarkable to reflect upon all
the grants made through and by the foundation over
the years and realize the tremendous impact they
have had on our community.”
Throughout these 30 years, LICF has also brought
the community together, enabling diverse voices and
groups to work on solutions to local issues. Hundreds
of meetings, workshops, forums and presentations have
been organized to foster an understanding of and help
resolve critical issues on Long Island. On its own, LICF
has advanced solutions that address regional issues by
establishing the Long Island Fund for Women & Girls
to address issues specifically affecting women and girls
and ERASE Racism to identify and address institutional
and structural racism on Long Island. In collaboration
with others, LICF developed Sustainable Long Island
to promote environmentally sound community and
economic development and the Early Years Institute to
improve the overall quality of early care and education
on Long Island. Grants from LICF were instrumental
in the start-up of many now well-known local nonprofit organizations including the Interfaith Nutrition
Network (The INN), the Peconic Land Trust, the
Visiting Nurse Service of Nassau County and the Center
for Nonprofit Leadership at Adelphi University. ▲

Dr. W. Hubert Keen, president,
Farmingdale State College;
Henry Holley, president, The
Holley Group; and Marge Rogatz,
LICF board member.
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2008 Grants Update
The Long Island Community Foundation advisory board approved grants totaling $1,062,800 in 2008 to
Long Island nonprofit organizations addressing critical issues in our community.
Peconic Baykeeper
$10,000
To continue and further develop the Baywatch Program, which measures,
compiles and sets quantitative standards for assessing the overall health
and viability of Peconic and south shore estuaries.

GRANTS TO ADDRESS BROAD CRITICAL ISSUES $523,300
Economic Justice - $47,000
$17,000
Center For Working Families
To conduct a survey on the need for a paid family leave benefit after the
birth of a child, illness or injury to a family member, or other family
emergency.

Stony Brook Foundation - Humanities Institute
$12,500
To launch a three-year collaboration between Stony Brook University
and the Village of Port Jefferson to address the urgent issue of climate
change through a ‘go green’ initiative.

Progressive America Fund
$30,000
For a campaign on New York State tax reform, started by the new Long
Island Social Justice Coalition, to correct the disproportionate burden
between the state’s wealthiest and poorest residents.

Sustainable Long Island
$30,000
For Sustainable Long Island’s brownfields redevelopment program,
which educates and convenes government agencies, local residents and
developers to clean up contaminated properties and redevelop them for
productive use by the community.

Education - $50,300

The Trust For Public Land
$80,000
To conduct an objective analysis of the economic and fiscal effects that
parks and open space have on Nassau and Suffolk Counties.

$7,300
Children’s Orchestra Society
For scholarships for economically disadvantaged students to receive lessons and participate in an orchestra for specially talented young people.

Health Care - $120,000

Institute For Student Achievement
$18,000
To divide Hempstead High School into five “small learning communities”
and offer a wide range of support to students, teachers and parents
focused on improving student performance and graduation rates.

$20,000
Long Island Organizing Network
For congregation-based organizing to improve access to health care
in Babylon.

Project Grad Long Island
$25,000
For an educational enrichment program in the Westbury School District
enabling students to graduate from high school and go to college with
scholarship assistance.

Nassau County Health Care Corporation
$100,000
Nassau University Medical Center
For a project to identify Nassau County’s uninsured and provide them
with a no-cost “home” for all of their medical and health care needs.

Environment - $231,500

Housing - $25,000

$15,000
Friends Of The Bay
To prepare a comprehensive Watershed Action Plan for the Oyster Bay/
Cold Spring Harbor estuary, engaging the community to identify priority
items to protect and improve the ecological integrity of the estuary.

$25,000
Long Island Progressive Coalition
For a “YIMBY” (Yes In My Backyard) campaign designed to organize
public support for new affordable housing projects throughout
Long Island.

Long Island Progressive Coalition
$30,000
For a broad-based public education, organizing, and advocacy effort to
support re-powering Long Island’s power plants.

Leadership For Long Island - $15,000
$15,000
Molloy College – Energeia Partnership
To enable selected nonprofit leaders to participate in this leadership
training initiative for regional stewardship centered around social
justice, human dignity and environmental protection.

Neighborhood Network Research Center
$24,000
For the Local Action on Global Climate Change project and the Clean
Energy Task Force, which is working with towns, villages and other
governmental agencies to endorse Energy Star home standards and to
establish clean energy action plans.
One Region Fund
$30,000
Support of a tri-state collaborative fund at The New York Community
Trust focused on promoting transit solutions, especially affordable transitcentered housing development.
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Parents And Children- $15,000

GRANTS HIGHLIGHTING CRITICAL ISSUES
ON LONG ISLAND $34,500

$15,000
Middle Country Library Foundation
To bring the two libraries serving Copiague and Valley Stream into the
Family Place Network of 34 public libraries throughout Long Island
that provide a wide range of services for parents and children, including
promoting maternal and child health.

Hofstra University School Of Communication
$22,500
Scholarship for seven masters’ level film students to conceive and
produce an hour-long documentary to advance knowledge, cultural
understanding and social action on one or more of the critical issues
facing Long Island.

GRANTS TO ENHANCE THE CAPACITY OF
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO ADDRESS
BROAD CRITICAL ISSUES $422,500

Rudaitis Media – Cinema Arts Centre
$12,000
Toward production of a documentary film that explores the views,
history, issues and influence of our nation’s suburban communities in
regional and national issues.

Adelphi University - School Of Social Work
$25,000
For the Long Island Center for Nonprofit Leadership to provide consulting services to strengthen select nonprofit organizations on Long Island.

GRANTS TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF COMMUNITIES
AND POPULATIONS DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED
BY THE BROAD CRITICAL ISSUES $117,000

Children’s Museum Of The East End
$15,000
To support new leadership as the Museum diversifies its donors and
sources of revenue to ensure long-term viability.

Immigrants - $37,000
La Fuente, A Tri-State Worker & Community Fund $20,000
For the Long Island Civic Participation Project’s efforts to forge partnerships with organized labor unions to protect and enhance the rights and
working conditions for immigrants.
Workplace Project, Inc.
$17,000
To educate immigrants on their legal rights and provide practical information if they are subject to an Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) raid or arrest.
Low-Income People - $65,000
$18,000
Empire Justice Center
For the Empire Justice Center at the Touro Law School’s Public Advocacy Center, to provide legal services to protect the rights of poor people
who can’t get adequate legal services and representation.
Greater Gordon Heights Civic Association
$15,000
Funds Administrator: Vision Long Island
Toward the salary of a community organizer responsible for overseeing
community revitalization efforts and addressing critical community
issues in this underserved hamlet.
Island Harvest
$15,000
For the organization’s food rescue operations that feed the hungry and
needy in the Freeport area.

Community Training Assistance Center
$255,000*
For intensive management assistance to a limited number of critical
Long Island nonprofit organizations.
ERASE Racism
$25,000
To strengthen the organization so that it can expand its efforts to
eliminate structural and institutional racism on Long Island.
Hispanics In Philanthropy
$45,000
To participate in the New York Funders’ Collaborative for Strong Latino
Communities and bring additional funding to Long Island based
Latino-led and Latino-serving organizations.
Long Island Immigrant Alliance (LIIA)
$20,000
To strengthen the principal coalition advocating on behalf of immigrant
rights on Long Island.
Long Island Fund For Women And Girls
$22,500
Operating support and consulting assistance related to a staff leadership transition at the LIFWG.
Teatro Experimental Yerbabruja
$15,000
To enable a community theatrical arts program, focused on social
change, to hire its first salaried staff person.
*Figure includes contributions for this grant from JPMorgan Chase Foundation,
Pritchard Fund, LIUU Veatch Program at Shelter Rock.

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee
$17,000
To provide legal assistance to low-income and minority homeowners,
enabling them to avoid foreclosure and remain in their homes.
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Licf Board Of
Advisors
• Lawrence E. Davidow, Esq.
Board Chair
Managing Shareholder, Davidow,
Davidow, Siegel & Stern
• John D. Miller
Vice Chair
• Raymond C. Radigan, Esq.
Immediate Past Chairman
Private Wealth Management,
US Trust Bank of America
• Fred Bornstein
Treasurer
• Patricia Galteri
Partner, Meyer, Suozzi, English
& Klein, P.C.
• Roslyn D. Goldmacher, Esq.
President and CEO, Long Island
Development Corp.
• Robert M. Hoyte, Ph.D.
Professor, SUNY College at
Old Westbury
• Aldustus E. Jordan III, Ed.D.
Chair, ERASE Racism
Associate Dean of Student
and Minority Affairs,
School of Medicine, SUNY Stony
Brook
• William T. Martin
Management Consultant
• Marge Rogatz
President & CEO,
Community Advocates
• Lawrence Scheinthal
Principal, Marcum & Kliegman, LLP
• Betty Schlein
Nonprofit Consultant
• Pearl F. Staller
Community Volunteer
• Scott A. Williams
Senior Director,
Changing Our World
Emeritus Members
Amy Hagedorn
John v.H. Halsey
Joan R. Saltzman
Marty Schwartz
Suzy D. Sonenberg
Executive Director

Low Interest Loans for Nonprofits

N

onprofit organizations can now take advantage of 25-year
fixed rate (under 5.75%) real estate loans for the acquisition
or refinancing of properties Please contact the Long Island
Development Corporation at 866-433-5432 to find out more about
this program. ▲

LICF Receives $100,000 Challenge Grant
To Establish: Long Island Fund for the Arts
continued from page 1

In partnership with the Long Island Regional Planning Council
(LIRPC), and New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA), LICF took
the first step by bringing together more than one hundred representatives of the region’s arts, economic development, tourism, business,
education, civic and philanthropic communities to start laying out a
cultural agenda that will stimulate community and economic development across Long Island.
Two of the initial objectives include an inventory of Long Island’s
Cultural arts organizations and an update of the Long Island
Association’s 2004 study by Dr. Pearl Kamer on the economic impact
of the arts on Long Island. LICF has already made a grant to the
National Center for Suburban Studies at Hofstra University to identify
models of thriving suburban arts communities, in the shadow of major
cities, around the country. In addition, LICF will encourage collaborative efforts and cross-sector partnerships, as well as help identify and/
or develop models, tools and materials that will foster and tap into the
strength of the arts community for the benefit of the region.
Matching gifts are being sought to build this Long Island Fund for
the Arts. Individuals and corporations interested in making a charitable donation toward this challenge grant can contact Suzy Sonenberg
at 516-348-0575. ▲

New LICF Staff Member

T

he Foundation is happy to welcome a new program officer with
more than 20 years experience in nonprofit management, community
building, program development and evaluation. Sol Marie AlfonsoJones comes to the Foundation from Sustainable Long Island where she
served first as director of programs and most recently as deputy director.
Prior to that, she served as director of the Fight for Families Coalition at the
Health and Welfare Council of Long Island; program director at Sponsors
for Educational Opportunity; and assistant director of community relations
for the NYS Governor’s Office for Hispanic Affairs. ▲
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ERASE Racism to Honor LICF Executive Director
ERASE Racism is a nonprofit organization

that carries out education, research and advocacy in
support of eliminating racism on Long Island and
beyond. It addresses institutional and structural
racism: the policies and practices that result in
inequities for African Americans and other people
of color. Now an independent nonprofit organization
identified by the Ford Foundation as a national model,
ERASE Racism began in 2001 as an initiative of the
Long Island Community Foundation where it was
incubated for its first three years.
On June 2, 2009, ERASE Racism will honor Suzy
Sonenberg, executive director of the Long Island
Community Foundation, for her role in encouraging
the Foundation to take on the challenge of addressing
racial segregation and inequity on Long Island, and
for her continuing work to support ERASE Racism.
At the time LICF embarked on the path that would

lead to the creation of ERASE Racism, Abraham
Krasnoff was chair of the Foundation’s advisory board
and Helen P. McIntyre was its immediate past chair.
Both Mr. Krasnoff and Mrs. McIntyre contributed
their wholehearted support, their money, and their
wisdom to the effort. Only seven months before his
passing in 2007, Abe Krasnoff received an award from
ERASE Racism for the courage and commitment he
showed in leading the LICF in this direction. He was
proud to also have the honor of having the award
named for him in future years. Subsequent recipients
of the Abraham Krasnoff Courage and Commitment
Award were Basil Paterson and john powell. Suzy
Sonenberg will be the fourth recipient. The event
will take place at Carlyle on the Green in Bethpage.
For additional information on the event, contact
Rosemarie Walker at 516-921-4863 or visit the website
at www.eraseracismny.org. ▲

