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Suzy’s Farewell Message

I

was fascinated to hear Oprah
Winfrey say that she will be
leaving her talk show after 25
years because she loves it enough
to know when it’s time to say goodbye, and because it feels right in her
bones and in her spirit. I can’t think
of a more perfect way to describe
why I am leaving the Long Island
Community Foundation after more
than 21 years as its executive director.
And what an extraordinary experience it has been: from a tiny 2-room
office on the campus of SUNY College
at Old Westbury, with a part-time
secretary and a 10-year total of
$1 million in paid grants, to a spacious
Gold Coast mansion (through the
good graces of Nassau County), with
7 fulltime staff and a 31-year grant
total of over $110 million.
I have, over the years, often asked
myself how I got so lucky. I didn’t
fully understand — when I took this
job because I wanted to work on
Long Island, where I lived, instead
of in NYC where I had always
worked — what an extraordinary
vehicle a community foundation is
for doing good. The best thing about
it, its flexibility, is also what makes
it so hard to describe.
continued on next page
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Suzy’s Farewell Message
continued from page 1

Yes, it’s a grantmaking foundation, offering money
and other assistance to local nonprofit organizations
to strengthen their capacity to fulfill their missions.
It is also an observation post: a central, regional entity
with an ever-updated overview of community needs,
and a reach that makes it possible to locate or initiate
the resources to address them. It is a networking agent,
carrying information back and forth between and
among communities, bringing together organizations
responding to specific issues or populations, and charitable donors wishing to support those responses. It
offers a cluster of services and opportunities to donors,
designed to facilitate their giving, ensure its effectiveness and, if desired, bring current local issues to their
attention. At its best, it can serve as a platform from
which to effect change.
I am lucky not only for having landed on this community foundation platform, but also because the very
nature of the work has kept me surrounded by the best
people on Long Island. For all these years, my world
has been comprised, on the one hand, of people who
have chosen to devote their lives and careers to doing
the hard, often not well-paid, work of taking on the
issues and struggles that affect the most vulnerable
populations in our two counties, and on the other
hand, those who choose to freely give of their time,
their money, and often both in order to benefit others.
It has been my great privilege to work, over these
years, with a professional staff, holding advanced
degrees in such varied fields as law, social work,
American history, nonprofit management, business,
divinity, urban planning, English literature, education and accounting. And always, the LICF has been
supported by an engaged, committed and generous
board. I was fortunate during my tenure to be
mentored by two great Long Island leaders, Helen
McIntyre and Abe Krasnoff, who served consecutively as board chair. Despite their having passed from
this world, I have done my best to continue drawing
from their wisdom. I have been immeasurably assisted in that regard by the guidance of Lorie Slutsky,
President of the NY Community Trust, to whom I
have reported for 21 years. Not only is she one of

the smartest people I have ever met, I have come to
believe that she has the uncanny ability to accurately
predict the future.
I’m very proud of the work accomplished under
my watch: the growth of the Foundation, the structure of the grantmaking program, the building of a
strong and diverse staff, the relationships and collaborations that enhanced virtually every effort that we
undertook, the initiatives we launched and the institutions we incubated that are now a part of the fabric
of Long Island — including the Long Island Fund for
Women and Girls, ERASE Racism, Sustainable Long
Island and the Early Years Institute.
I leave with peace of mind, knowing that the
Foundation is in the hands of a seasoned and cohesive
staff who bring out the best in each other and who
are bursting with energy and ideas. I know that the
board is eager and ready to embrace change and will
work with staff to lead LICF into the future. As for
my successor, Dave Okorn, I hired him as director
of foundation advancement almost two years ago
hoping that this might be the outcome. I am deeply
gratified that the board selected Dave from among
all the candidates; he has my total support and
confidence and I can’t wait to see LICF grow and
thrive under his steady hand.
Finally, the board has given me the best possible
gift by choosing to honor my tenure with the
establishment of “Suzy’s Fund” to enhance the
Foundation’s ability to make grants in response to
community needs. Through Amy Hagedorn’s great
generosity, the Miracle-Gro Fund challenge offers the
possibility of our having a $750,000 grantmaking
fund in place by April 15th — the first significant,
permanent, unrestricted grantmaking fund in the
LICF. Please help us to make this happen; Long
Island needs this fund.
Thank you, every one of you, for everything you did,
do and will do to make Long Island a great place for all
to live and thrive. I will miss this job terribly, but I have
miles to go before I sleep and many roads I still hope
to travel. Wherever life takes me, be assured that I will
never stop working for equity and justice. ▲
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David Okorn Named New Executive

T

he Long Island Community Foundation Board
of Advisors announced the appointment of David
Okorn, the foundation’s director of advancement
and donor relations since 2008, as its new executive.
Mr. Okorn was selected after an extensive search. He
will assume his position on January 1, 2010 after the
retirement of the current executive, Suzy Sonenberg.
John Miller, a foundation board member and
chairman of the search committee, said: “With the
recession and its impact on Long Island, it became
crucially important to find a leader who can take us
through rocky times—and prepare for growth in the
future. We are delighted that we found that person in
our own back yard.”
Lawrence Davidow, chairman of the Board of Advisors
and a member of the search committee, was equally

pleased with the decision. “David came to LICF with a
wealth of experience and accomplishment in the nonprofit
and for-profit sectors. In his 18 months with us, he has
improved our reach to the legal, business, and financial
communities. He’s brought in new donors and worked on
everything from coordinating events to writing our newsletter. David has already demonstrated a strong work ethic
and an enthusiasm for the foundation’s mission.”
Also serving on the search committee was Lorie Slutsky,
president of The New York Community Trust (LICF is a
division of The Trust). “We’ve been working with David
since he started at LICF. I know that our New York staff,
as well as the Long Island staff, are really delighted with
this appointment. His clear commitment to philanthropy
and to the Island and its people makes him easy to work
with. I’m looking forward to a great partnership.” ▲

Board Establishes “Suzy’s Fund”
Donations Will Be Matched 2 to 1

I

n recognition of Suzy Dalton Sonenberg's commitment, leadership and service to our community
for the past twenty-one years, the Board of Advisors of the Long Island Community Foundation

is proud to establish a fund that bears her name. Suzy's Fund is being created through charitable
donations from people just like you — colleagues, friends, donors, and other members of our
community. The newly established fund will be a permanent endowment enabling LICF to respond to
Long Island’s changing needs and issues into the future. Through the generosity of Amy Hagedorn
and the Miracle Gro Fund, donations received before April 15, 2010 will be matched two for one —
up to $250,000. Please help us reach our goal of creating a $750,000 fund in Suzy's name that will
continue to grow in support of our community and in tribute to her work. Suzy asserts that this is
the best farewell gift anyone could give her. Checks are tax deductible and should be made payable

•

Designed by ROBBII

to the Long Island Community Foundation indicating Suzy’s Fund in the memo field. If you have
questions please feel free to contact David Okorn at 516-348-0575 ▲
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LICF Board of Advisors
• Lawrence E. Davidow, Esq.
Board Chairman
Managing Shareholder,
Davidow, Davidow,
Siegel & Stern
• John D. Miller
Vice Chairman
• Raymond C. Radigan, Esq.
Immediate Past Chairman
Senior Vice President
US Trust Bank of America
• Fred Bornstein, CPA
Treasurer

• Robert M. Hoyte, Ph.D.
Professor, SUNY College
at Old Westbury

• Lawrence Scheinthal
Principal, Marcum &
Kliegman, LLP

• Aldustus E. Jordan III, Ed.D.
Chair, ERASE Racism
Associate Dean of Student
and Minority Affairs,
School of Medicine,
SUNY Stony Brook

• Betty Schlein
Nonprofit Consultant

• Peter J. Klein, CFA
Senior Vice President,
UBS Financial Services
• William T. Martin
Management Consultant

• Pearl F. Staller
Community Volunteer
• Scott A. Williams
Senior Director,
Changing Our World
emeritus members

• Patricia Galteri
Partner, Meyer, Suozzi,
English & Klein, P.C.

• Theresa A. Regnante
President & CEO,
United Way of Long Island

Amy Hagedorn
John v.H. Halsey
Joan R. Saltzman
Marty Schwartz

• Roslyn D. Goldmacher, Esq.
President and CEO,
Long Island Development Corp.

• Marge Rogatz
President & CEO,
Community Advocates

Suzy D. Sonenberg,
Executive Director

